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Received
September 26, 2014
Carolyn Phillips
Town Clerk

Town of Morris
Board of Finance
Minutes

Regular Meeting
September 24, 2014

. Call to order at 7:00 pm by Ms. Burch, Clerk.

. Members present: Ms. Martin, Ms. Weik and Mr. Dorsett (via
telephone). Not present Mr. Emanuel, Mr. Pottbecker, Mr. Sweeney
and Ms. MacDonald. Also present, Selectman Aiello and members of
the public.

. Motion by Ms. Martin seconded by Ms. Weik to seat Mr. Dorsett for
Mr. Pottbecker. Motion carried.

. Motion by Ms. Martin seconded by Ms. Weik to nominate Ms. Burch
as Chairman Pro Tem for tonight’s meeting. No other nominations.
Motion carried.

. Correspondence

i) Correspondence dated September 17, 2014, from the State of
Connecticut Office of Policy and Management discussed.

ii) Correspondence date 9-19-14 from Leonard Caine Esq. to the
FOIC discussed.

iii) Correspondence from the Fiscal Office dated 9-12-14 discussed.
iv) Correspondence from the BOF to Patricia Goslee discussed.

v) Email correspondence from the Administrative Assistant to the
Barbara Burch, BOF Clerk dated 9-12-14 confirming that no written
legal opinion from attorney Stredonsky exists regarding the Board of
Finance and a town meeting regarding contingency transfers.

Motion by Ms. Burch seconded by Ms. Martin to add to the agenda
correspondence to Treasurer Ferraro from Ms. Burch, Clerk dated 9-
23-14. Motion carried. Treasurer Ferraro did not respond to the e-
mail request for information discussed at last week’s Board of Finance
meeting and did not attend tonight’s Board of Finance meeting as
requested.
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Motion by Ms. Burch seconded by Ms. Martin to add to the agenda
email correspondence from Barbara Burch to First Selectman
Bongiolatti dated 9-23-14 requesting information. Motion carried.

At 7:10 PM Selectman Aiello and Mr. Weik entered the room.

The Board was advised that no acknowledgement or information was
provided by the First Selectman’s office to the referenced email
correspondence.

. Budget Review

a) 2013-2014

Brief discussion ensued

b) 2014-2015

The spread sheets provided were marked through 9-30-14. A question
arose as to whether this was really supposed to be 8-30-14. The
Board is unclear as to the actual dates the report encompasses.

Motion by Ms. Martin seconded by Ms. Weik to send correspondence
to Treasurer Ferraro as to the actual dates we are looking at. Motion
carried.

. Old Business

i) Motion by Ms. Martin seconded by Mr. Dorsett to accept the 8-
27-14 Minutes as written. Ms. Weik abstained as she was not a BOF
member at the time. Motion carried.

ii) Motion by Ms. Martin seconded by Mr. Dorsett to accept the
Special Meeting Minutes of 9-2-14 as written. Ms. Weik abstained as
she was not a BOF member at the time. Motion carried.

iii) Motion by Mr. Dorsett seconded by Ms. Martin to accept the
minutes from the Special Meeting dated 9-10-14 with the following
corrections page 5, section 7 a and b Motion carried inserted ; section
¢ Motion carried inserted; and the sections thereafter re-identified and
corrected alphabetically.

iv) Discussion regarding the FOIC case(s) ensued.

a) The Board was advised that it did not receive the FOIC Hearing
Officers decision from the FOIC regarding the Aiello vs. the Board of
Finance matter. The FOIC was contacted by Ms. Burch and advised
by Ms. Paradis at the FOIC that the decision was mailed to the Board
of Finance at the same time it was sent to the First Selectman’s office.
The FOIC was asked by Ms. Burch to please send all correspondence
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to the BOF via certified mail so that a record will exist as to who
receives the BOF correspondence from the FOIC. The final decision
should be rendered shortly as there was no dispute regarding the
matter and the BOF admitted it made a mistake in filing a Regular
Agenda versus a Special Agenda.

b) The matter of Ann Carr vs the Board of Finance was discussed.
Final motions have been filed. Mr. Dorsett will contact the FOIC to
determine if Attorney Caine’s recent question regarding 1962 and the
validity of the Board of Finance will need to be addressed by the
Board of Finance.

. New Business

i) Motion by Ms. Burch seconded by Mr. Dorsett to have a Public
Hearing prior to the Town Meeting regarding contingency transfers.
Discussion ensued regarding the Public Hearing since the Board of
Selectmen has not acted regarding the scheduling of the town meeting
as requested by the Board of Finance. Motion carried. The wording
of the call and scheduling of the Public Hearing will wait until
Chairman Emanuel can be present to ascertain his availability and
should be on the next agenda.

ii) Motion to add to the agenda by Ms. Burch seconded by Mr.
Dorsett under New Business Fiscal Clerk’s office and the Treasurer’s
responsibilities and referral of the Treasurer to the State Attorney’s
office. Motion carried. Lengthy discussion ensued due to the
seriousness of the matter.

It was noted that the Board of Finance has made repeated requests to
the Treasurer’s office for information which have been ignored,
checks being issued with only one selectman’s signature in violation
of state statute, withdrawl of monies from the Board of Finance
account without authorization of the Board of Finance and failure to
attend Board of Finance meetings thereby making it impossible for the
Board of Finance to do its job. When documents are provided they
are inaccurate or erroneous and questions Board members have are
not answered.

Motion by Ms. Burch seconded by Ms. Weik that the Board of
Finance file a formal complaint against the Treasurer with the State’s
Attorney for his actions or lack thereof pertaining to fiscal matters and
lack of information provided to the Board of Finance. Motion carried
unanimously.
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Motion by Ms. Burch seconded by Ms. Weik that a member of the
Board of Finance draft the complaint that will be reviewed at the next
Board of Finance meeting prior to its submission to the State’s
Attorney. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Mr. Dorsett seconded by Ms. Martin that Ms. Burch will
draft the complaint. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Ms. Burch seconded by Ms. Martin to add under new
business discussion of the OPM letter dated 9-17-14 regarding the
Designation of an Independent auditor. Motion carried. Discussion
ensued.

Motion by Mr. Dorsett seconded by Ms. Martin to add under old
Business “Special Projects” pertaining to the Library. Motion carried.
Discussion ensued.

Motion by Mr. Dorsett seconded by Ms. Martin that the Board of
Finance request from the Library Board, the Library Director, the
Treasurer, the First Selectman a complete explanation of the 96 hours
library special projects the reason being that the Board has no
information to date per the request of 9-23-14, accordingly the Board
is asking for this information again. Motion carried unanimously.

iii. The upcoming Annual Report was discussed. Ms. Weik volunteered
to contact the departments to obtain year end summaries. Ms. Martin
volunteered to update the letter that will be sent to the departments
regarding the submission of the year end summaries. The Printing
vendor will be chosen at a later date when Chairman Emanuel returns.
Mr. Dorsett recommended that the First Selectman and the Town
Clerk be advised regarding the procedures the Board of Finance will
be following this year. A formal discussion will put on the agenda for
the next meeting.

9. Motion by Ms Burch seconded by Mr. Dorsett to add to the agenda
public comment. Motion carried.

Selectman Aiello and a member of the public made comments relating
to a Public Hearing regarding the contingency transfers and checks
being issued with only one Selectman’s signature. Selectman Aiello
stated the check issue had been corrected. He also stated to Board
members “you can go out and hire an attorney to get legal advice any
time you want” but later stated the Board needed the permission of the
First Selectman first.
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Adjourn: Motion by Mr. Dorsett seconded by Ms. Weik to adjourn.
Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:20 P.M.

Barbara Burch,
Clerk/Chairman Pro Tem



